
Let’s get planning!
 Welcome to the first issue of our com-

munity newsletter YOUR CHOICE, which 

will trace the progress of the Marshall-

Ridley Choice Neighborhood Transforma-

tion Plan. The newsletter will feature news 

items related to the Plan’s development 

and will include information about upcom-

ing events along with stories about your 

neighbors (and maybe even you). Be on the 

lookout each month for a new issue.

Project Kick-Off
 On September 19th and 20th, we of-

ficially kicked off our two-year planning 

effort by welcoming representatives from 

the U.S. Department of Housing and Ur-

ban Development (HUD) to Newport News. 

We were delighted to take our guests on a 

bus tour of the neighborhood and share 

with them the highlights and history of 

the Southeast Community. Our route took 

us along the revitalized Jefferson Avenue 

Corridor and Brooks Crossing, all the way 

down to King-Lincoln Park where we took 

in the waterfront view. The tour took our 

visitors past the Achievable Dream Acad-

emy, the Discovery STEM Academy, and 

the Downing-Gross Cultural Arts Center. We 

also took a quick drive through downtown 

Newport News to share the City’s naval 

shipbuilding history.

 

 Our HUD guests joined us that evening 

for a lively public meeting with members 

of the community at the Achievable Dream 

Academy. After a brief overview of the 

transformation planning process, we broke 

into small groups to discuss what we like 

most about our neighborhood, what we 

don’t like, and what we want the neighbor-

hood to look like in the future. See “What 

We Heard at the Community Meeting” for 

input on these topics. 

 Although it was a rainy day, the HUD 

visit was a great start to planning an im-

proved neighborhood for all. We look for-

ward to gathering more feedback and di-

rection from our neighbors as the planning 

process continues.

We hope to see 
you there!
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Get involved.
Stay informed.
Shape the future! 

• Steering Committee meeting 

on Thursday, November 10th  

Location: Family Investment Cen-

ter, Ridley Place

• Housing Task Force Kick-off on 

Tuesday, November 15th at 6 p.m. 

Location: Family Investment Cen-

ter, Ridley Place

• Neighborhood Task Force Kick-off 

on Tuesday, November 15th at 6 p.m. 

Location: Jim’s Market

• People Task Force Kick-off on 

Wednesday, November 16th at 6 p.m. 

Location: Family Investment Center

•  Citizens Planning Workshop on Sat-

urday, November 19th at 10 a.m. 

Location: Marshall Early Learning 

Center (childcare will be provided)

Get involved.
For questions or to VOLUNTEER, please contact:
Garrett Morgan, Senior Planner at gmorgan@nnva.gov
Phone: 757.926.8761 (Department of Planning)
Britta Ayers, Manager of Comprehensive Planning at 
bayers@nnva.gov
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Meet Ridley Place Resident
Council President Arleen Peake

 We recently had the pleasure of speak-

ing with Arleen Peake about the Marshall-

Ridley Choice Neighborhood Transformation 

Plan and her aspirations for the community.

How long have you lived in Ridley Place?
I moved into Ridley in March 2013. Before 

that, I lived for 50 years in a single-family 

three-bedroom home just two blocks away 

from Senator Scott.

What are some of the things that you 
like most about the community?
Everyone is talking about Jim’s Market, 

which I like because it’s nearby, although I 

wish it had a pharmacy. The Family Invest-

ment Center is also a very helpful resource. 

It’s a great place to go to resolve issues and 

to get help with many things.

Are you excited about the Choice 
Neighborhood Initiative?
I like to keep abreast of the neighborhood. 

I always go have a cup of coffee with the 

police and I am on the Ridley-Lassiter Ten-

ant Council. In my spare time, I spend a lot 

of time doing activities with my church. I am 

excited to make things better.

What are some of the changes that you 
would like to see in Ridley?
I have cleaned up all around my front door 

and planted flowers, but I am frustrated by 

all of the litter and the odor from the gar-

bage. I would like the units to have screen 

doors and clothes dryers, and to be de-

signed better to accommodate older people 

and those who are sick or disabled. I am 

also upset by the crime and seeing people 

with guns, particularly with children around.

And what changes would you like to 
see in your neighborhood?
Like many people, I am concerned about 

the air quality and damage to our lungs 

from the Coal Yard. I would also like to see 

the litter cleaned up around the elementa-

ry school on the one side of Ridley and the 

Lumber Yard on the other side.

What does resiliency mean to you?
It means creating a community that would at-

tract different types of people to come live there.

What We Heard at the
Community Meeting

Residents broke into eight groups during 

the meeting on September 20th at Achiev-

able Dream Academy to talk about the 

neighborhood. Here is what we learned.

What we like about our community:

• Our families, friends and neighbors

• It’s rich African-American history

• The waterfront and busy maritime port

• Peace, quiet and sense of community

• Churches

What we don’t like:

• Lack of employment opportunities

•  Lack of access to goods, services and 

restaurants

• Violence and crime

• Air quality, coal dust and trash

•  Limited recreational opportunities and 

activities for children

What are your aspirations for the community?

•  A beautiful, clean and safe environment 

for all residents

•  More restaurants and corner stores that 

are accessible

•  A truly mixed community—social, eth-

nic, spiritual, income, race

•  A community with a sense of place that 

preserves its history

• Services and facilities for the homeless

What does resiliency mean to you?

• Being able to bounce back

•  Self-sufficiency and the ability to take charge

•  Being flexible to changing conditions/

situations
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What we are working on this month...
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Market Analysis: We are in the process of select-

ing a consultant to study the housing, demographic 

and economic factors that affect housing and non-

residential development in and around the target 

neighborhood. The study will identify potential op-

tions for revitalization and redevelopment that are 

the best fit for the neighborhood, which will be con-

sidered for the Transformation Plan.

Needs Assessment and Community Surveys: 
We are collecting information to understand the key 

challenges facing the community. Part of this effort 

includes a Community Survey (be on the lookout for 

it in February).

Task Force Meetings: We are excited to launch 

all of our task forces in November with a series of 

kick-off meetings. See “Upcoming Events” for more 

information.

Calling all Citizen Planners: We are busy getting 

ready for our Citizen’s Planning Workshop on Satur-

day, November 19th. The purpose of the workshop 

is to provide residents and other community mem-

bers with basic information on the community plan-

ning process and how they can get involved. We will 

talk about how a plan is created, how it is put into 

action, who is involved with the planning process, 

and how residents can help shape the future of their 

neighborhood. This will be an interactive workshop.


